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MISCELLANEOUS. 





ON THE ARROGANT PRETENSIONS OF PHE 
ORTHODOX CLERGY. 

Civil society is intended to promote the 

mutual happiness of the members of it, while 

they live together here on earth. It does 


not extend to a future state of existence, figy 


which will take place under such regulations 
as the Almighty may think fit to appoint. 


Religion embraces all the motives to gaod } 
conduct here, and all the means of happi-j} 


ness hereafter. Civil society, therefore, has 
nothing to do with religion, but as it tends 
to mutual happiness while we live together 
here omgarth. Hence, that religion which 
makes a man the best citizen, is the best re- 
ligion for society. A religion that makes a 


and preachers of any religion whatever, whe 
are so, are bad men and bad citizens, wheth- 
er their opinions be true or false. -I wish 
some one would undertake to show how pub- 
lic morals are promoted by the doctrings of 
death-bed repentance, election, and repro- 
bation, and the salvation of backsliding 
saints. / 

The wise men who framed the American 
constitution, well knew the truth could only 
be discovered, and placed on a firm basis 
by permitting free‘discussion on every’ sub- 
ject. Ifan opinion be erroneous, it requires 
discussion, that its errors may be exposed : 
of it be true, it will gain adherents in pro- 
portion as it is examined. Is an opinion so 
manifestly wrong that every man must see it 
is so? It can do no harm. Is it so plausi- 
ble as to be likely to deceive mankind by its 
semblance to truth ? The more “eed, then, 
of open and free discussion to expose fully 
the fallacy of it. 

Moreover, as the American legislators 
well knew the infirmities of human nature, 
and that no set of men had any pretensions 
to infallibility, they put all-opinions upon the 
same footing as to each other, and lett truth 
to prevail by its own force and intrinsic evi- 
dence.—In no other country is the wise tol- 
eration established by law so complete as in 
this. But in no country whatever, is a spir- 
it of persecution, for mere opinions, more 


{2 and most bigoted in 


tice. The 
control no man’s opinions ; they con- 
trol his conduct only.—They guarantee free- 
‘dom of conscience, of profession, and of dis- 
ussion, to every creed and form of worship ; 
framers of ‘well knowing, that bo 
of conflicting opinion and open di 
@esion, can only be truth ; and. that no 
ypinion deserves to be protected, which can- 
{apt protect itself. 
-But the clergy of this country, I hope not 
bfall sects, the Calvinistic clergy chiefly, 
pie united in persecuting every man who 
alls in question any of their metaphysical 
ns, or who hints at their views of am- 
and aggrandisement. They dare not 
ually stab or burn him; but they raise 
out-cry of mad dog—they vilify him— 
they set the ignorant upon him to abuse his 
pene, character and conduct. There are 
rable exceptions to this picture ; but it 
is faithful as a representation of the body. 
Cowardly and cruel, their machinations are 
private, and their enmity unforgiving. What 
earthly reason can a man have to dread dis- 
enssion, but that his opinion will not bear 
k? What makes men-cruel, but their cows 
ardice ?. Oalvin p e 
burnt to death. hom did Jesus Christ 
burn? Yet has that gloomy murderer of Ge- 
neva more zealots devoted to his intolerant 
creed in the United States, than in any oth- 
er part of the globe. Why ? because it is 
a fit instriment in the hands of the clergy, 
in proportion as it is intolerant and unintel- 
ligiblé.~—Weak minds have a vast opinion of 
the knqwledge of those who pretend to be 
familiar with truths that appear mysterious. 
It is with the fetters of mysterv that the 
priesthood binds and bends the spirit and the 
consciences of their ignorant hearers. The 
religion of the Gospel is too plain and sim- 
ple for their purposes ; hence their ardent 
efforts to establish their own mysterious 
creed, In what country has it been, that 
the priesthood as a body have not been cru- 
el and persecuting, dreading contradiction, 
hating discussion, and holding every doubt- 
er as a concealed enemy? They are go 
here. 
Fellow-citizens—The Presbyterians of 
these States, the Congregationalists, the Se- 
ceders, and in some places the Baptists and 
Methodists, dragging after them the timid 
Episeopalians, have combined, and for ma- 
ny years have been steadily prosecuting the 
following schemes, with a perseverance and 
devotedness worthy of a better cause. 
They are steadily aiming at a Cuurcn 











prevalent than in the United States of Amer- 
ica. It is a country most tolerant in theo- 


EsTaBLISHMENT, at an alliance between 
church and state, so as to bring the civil 





d Servetus'to be! 


power in aid of their own plans of aggrand- 
isement. 
They are steadily aiming in their pamph- 


lets and their pr ings, to establish the re- 
ligious obligation of paying TITHES of all 
you possess, in strong hopes of procuring 


this system to be established also by law. 
This will render them not only wealthy, but 
independent of their congregations, whom 
they consider ¢8 by duty a by right de- 
pendent upon them ; openly the 
character ie vicegerents, and brand- 
ing all opposition to their ambitious designs 
as blasphemy. ~They are steadily aiming to 
obtain the entiré control of every seminary of 


Education, t the United States ; 
claiming the ive superintendence of 
them, as a matter of right. This is done 
with a view of: ing into the minds of the 


rising generation, an implicit reverence for 
the priésthogd, and an attachment to the . 
views and interests of the priesthood. 

They look with @ jealous eye at every sci- 
eniific discustion ; prohibiting, so far as they ‘ 
dare, all investigations that do riot harmo- 
nize with own ical creed. Their 
interference } 2s been recent and vidlent,.: 


with respect 5 : 

geological discussions. It is di “tein 
duce a printer, or editor of a scientific jour- 

nal, to insert an article in favour of any 

opinion which the clergy have pronounced 

heterodox. Fanaticism has completely clip-' 
ped the wings of science. in this country. 

They have organized a stupendous scheme 

of raising a PECUNIARY fund, to uphold their 

pretensions, by picking the pockets of the’ 
people under some,,or all of the following 

pretences. 

‘The educating of pious young mer (as they 
are called) to the ministry. ‘That is, taking, 
those who ought to be tillers of the ground 
and hiring them, by a theological education, 
as slaves for life to the propagation of those 
tenets by which the interest and the views of 
these sects are best promoted. After hav- 
ing been thus educated, apparently at the ex- 
pense of tl.ese sectarians, and really by 
means of the funds extracted from the folly, 
the indolence, or the good nature of the pub- 
lic, they hold themselves bound to the doc- 
trines and interests of their preceptors, and. 
become the standing army of the church 
militant. The establishment of missionary 
societies, to furnish the East Indians, the 
American Indians, the Australasians and the 
Africans, with parsons, who can neither 
speak the language of their hearers, or make 
themselves understood. The subscribers of 





these institutions, seldom or never look after 
the sums they subscribe, which are under the 
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absolute control of these manufacturers of 
missionaries ; whose object is not missiona- | 
ries, so much as men devoted to their inter- 
est, when they shall come out in favor of a 
church establishment and tithes. 

Societies to make ministers of individual 
congregations trustees for l*e of these miss- 
ionary societies ; and of course, to have a 
voice in disposing of the sums thus elicited 
from the people’s pockets. What the miss- 
ionaries are and how they live whenmthey can 
get the means, I hope some one will show by | 
exhibiting the style of luxury of the Seram- 
pore missionaries. Re 

Prayer Meeting Societies, which, by means 
of the weak and credulous females who at- 
tend them, furnish the priests with a sure 
source of influence and information over the 
domestic concerns of every family. 

Female benevolent and missionary socie- 
ties ; female mite societies ; for no sum is 
too small for their acceptance ; Juvenile so- 
cieties of children, who are cajoled out of 
their 6 cent and 12 cent pieces ; cheated of 
their gingerbread money, to give to institu- 
tions of which they hardly know the name. 
No sum is too small for acceptance, and no 
plan too mean to acquire it, Missionary 
fields of corn, wheat and potatoes ; mission- 
ary hog societies ; missionary mg-bag soci- 
eties, and missionary scrap societies. All 
means of scraping together money, the most 
trifling and contemptible, are employed by 
these men, not individually, buf corporately, 
onhiat their most profitable ogee is that 

, is tha’ 
of becoming authors, prietirs bad booksell- 
ers.—Composing, praising, recommending 
religious tracts, sermons and almanacs. 
The Bible pons £ interfering with the reg- 
ular printing trade, cannot have less than 
$ 50,000 engaged, which brings a good in- 
terest to the persons who conduct it. 

Such are the means of satisfying the cra- 
ving for money, money, money, émployed by 
this ambitious, avaricious and crafty set of 
men. In all other respects, they are more 
devoid of useful knowledge than almost any 
other class of persons in the community. 
But they act in concert : they have thrown 
their fetters over the minds of the people— 
they have cowed the spirit of the communi- 
ty—the literary classes are compelled to 
succumb to them—they look forward to the 
day when they shall govern the Union in 
their own manner, and in the mean time, 
take good care to plunge their hands deep in 
the pockets of those whom they ean flatter 
or frighten into acquiescence and submiss- 
ion. 
If the people do not keep the CLERGY 
under control, they will bring the people in- 
to abject slavery, and keep them there. In 
every nation upon earth, they have done so ; 
what should change their character here ! 
It was in the year 1822, that the clergy of 
Austria persuaded the monarch over 40 mill- 
ions of people to say, ““I want no men of 





science, I want only obedient subjects. [| 


want no education among nly sabjécts, but | know that you hire them and you pay them ; 
what is given by the priesthood.” Look at | and they will not be a whit the less pious for 
the priesthood in France, Spain, Italy, Mex-| being more humble. 


ico, even in England: is not their general | 
character one and the same ? Already has 


These views of the sabject are well worth 


, your consideration. The priesthood, in eve- 


the religious arrogance of this order of men ry age, in every country, forbjd discussion, 
tempted them to assume the character of) frown down all investigation ; they require, 


God’s immediate agents and vicegerents— 
placed at an immense distance from the herd 
of inferior beings who compose their con- 
gregations ! 
In what part of the New Testament has 
Christ said, you cannot approach the Father 
but through the agency of men divinely com- 
missioned from among you for that purpose, 
and well paid for their services ? Has he not 
said, where two or three are gathered to- 
gether in my name, there am I in the midst 
of you? And yet these men scruple not to 
declare that any religious exhortation by a 
layman, any usurpations of the functions usu- 
ally performed by a hired and paid priest, is 
not only improper and indefensible, but a 
SIN! and Dr. Ashbel Green of Princeton, 
denounced such persons as presumptuou¢ 
and sinful intruders on the rights of the 


priesthood ! They claim it as a right to be! 


exclusively hired, and well paid ; and we pa- 
tiently submit to it! as if the God of Love, 
the kind Father and preserver of the human 
race, were a gloomy, haughty tyrant, not to 


like other tyrants, passive obedience and - 


non-resistance. They denounce every man 
who opposes their views: not merely their 
spiritual, but their temporal views. Their 
intent here, as elsewhere, isto fetter your 
minds first, and your bodies afterwards ; and, 
finally, to command your pockets. 

It is high time to watn the people, that 
their liberties are in danger ; that they are 
about to be undermined by a crafty, perse- 
vering, insidious foe, in the imposing garb 
of a heavenly friend. It is high time to call 
upon the honest citizens of this yet free 
country, and to sound the watch word, Blow 
ye the trumpet in Zion ! 

Christian Enquirer. 





“ My Yoke is easy and my Burden light.” 

The common argument of some of our op- 
ponents, when hard pressed by the eviden- 
ces of the salvation of all mankind, is, “ if 
the doctrine be true, that every individual 
will be happy hereafter, the life of sin is bet- 
ter—far better than that of religion ; for the 


be approached but by the intervention of] latter is a constant series of mortifications, 


these arrogant ministers of state, who take 


cession. , 


denials, sorrows and difficulties, while the 


ion, enjoyment, pleasure and delight.”— 


good care to be remunerated for their inter-| former is a continued succession of gratifi- 


I have no objection to a ministry appoint# 
ed as a convenient and expedient class of 
men, that the religious business of a district 
may be cond decently and in order ; 
but upon no other ground. And although I 
should prefer well educated and liberal men 
for this purpose, I see no reason for giving 
them an exclusive preference. In the pu- 
rest times of Christianity, the elders of eve- 


pLengauge amounting fo the above, we have 
heard an hundred times, and though it can 
hetve no influence with those who have “ tast- 
ed of the joys of the Lord,” yet we believe 
that it has frequently deterred the weak, the 
credulous and superstitious, from an enquiry 
which might have conducted them to a 
knowledge of the glorious truth that “‘ God 
is good unto a!!.” Hear then how this ar- 


ry church transacted the religious business{gument is answered by a protestant clergy- 


of it. Did Jesus Christ choose his disciples, 
whom he nominated to preach the Gospel, 
from among the learned and wise? Man- 
kind are pestered with the rights of priest- 
hood ! rights ! what rights ?—who pays them, 
who supports them? who enables these 
drones in the hive, to fatten on the labors of 
the industrious bee ? who seem to glory in 
being ignorant of all useful knowledge, and 
skilled only in the quarrelsome questions 
and senseless jargon of metaphysical divinity. 

It is the idleness, the pride, the aristocra- 
cy of rank and wealth, that has rendered 
the priesthood necessary. People are too 
indolent or too timid to pray for themselves, 
and they hire a proud priest to pray for 
them! Then too, their ears must be tickled 
by eloquent discourses ; as if religion need- 
ed eloquence to enforce it ! surely all this is 
not necessarily and essentially religion ? 
Fellow-citizens, you aid these impostors to 
cheat you, by making them necessary to 
you. Let them know that they are not, as 
they claim to be, vour masters; let them 


man—we quote from the 34th of the Rev. 
Wm. Gilpin’s sermons, published in London, 
in 1802. ‘You never heard a good man,” 
says this excellent preacher, “complain of 
‘the difficulties or the unhappiness of relig- 
fon. You never heard any one complain of 
the difficulties and privations incident to the 

e of Christ, who had really put it on,— 
bo that su jectors, you perceive, are un- 
qualified es. They cannot possibly 
know whether Christ’s yoke is light or 
heavy—they never tried it.” “The great 
difference between the difficulties of the re- 
ligious man and the sinner is simply this :— 
The difficulties of the religious man are in 
the beginning of his course. But the long- 
er he continues—the further he proceeds, 
the more satisfaction and real happiness he 
feels. On the other hand, the tumultuous 
-enjoyments of the sinner are in the course of 
his sins. The cup of pleasure while he 
drinks, fhay be sweet and pleasant—just as 
a cup of poison may be sweet and palatable 
while vou swallow it; but remember the’ 
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consequence—it will infallibly end in dis- 
tress, agony and death.” 
The conclusion then is irresistible, man, 
in a life spent religiously, that is in a strict 
erformance of all “the duties of love” en- 
joined him by the gospel, finds his temporal 
happiness as effectually secured as he does 
his eternal and future felicity by a perfect 
and undeviating faith in the mercy and ve- 
racity of his A i Parent.—Convince 
me, that by following the path of duty point- 
ed out by any religion—prove to me while 
the heart and actions of an individual are 
influenced by the principles of any creed, 
that no joy is tasted in believing or in acting— 
but that he can find cause to envy for a mo- 
ment the enjoyments of the vicious, and you 
prove conclusively that such religion or such 
creed is not of Christ; For the spirit of the 
religion of Jesus communicates to the be- 
liever as its fruits, “love, joy and peace.” 


Herald of Salvation. 


Keep thy Tongue from Evil, Psal. xxxiv, 13. 

One of the first duties of that brotherly 
love and kindness—that perfect charity 
which should ever exist among christians— 
is that of speaking well of each other to the 
world, or at least that they carefully refrain 
from traducing their brethren, either by di- 
rect falsehood, or by a misrepresentation, or 
concealment of their actions or their words. 
Calumny, slander and evil speaking are de- 
testable crimes against society, and.an in-| 
sult to the name we have assumed. Scarce 
can any thing be conceived more vile, more 
cowardly, more diabolical than to traduce a 
man—a brother, in his absence. It is like 
che villany of an assassin, who has not vir- 
tue enough to give his adversary the means 
of self-defence, but lurking in darkness, 
stabs him whilst unarmed and unsuspicious 
ofan enemy. Calumnly has, too, this dire- 
ful consequence, that it carries with it not a 
momentary effect only—but too often one 
that endures for time uncounted. Such is 
the wickedness of the world that it is gree- 
dy of scandal—and when once the voice of 
defamation has uttered its poison, like a pes- 
tilence it smites and contaminates—it de- 
stroys society—spreads jealousies in fami- 
lies—division and wrath among friends—it 
urges fathers against children, and brother 
against brother. When once the pernicious 
tale gets birth, it cannot be recalled, and 
thence the very penitence of the sinner is 
not capable of expiation, for the evil conse- 
quences may lay dormant in the womb of 


whilst his victim.sleeps !’? Human justice is 
disarmed against such a sinner, and only 
the eye of Heaven discovers his iniquity. 
But it is not only expected of the Christian 
that he should with a consciencious soul, re- 
frain from evil speaking—but, also, that on 
every proper opportunity he should speak 
well of his brother ! To give a man his just 
and due character is so easy a duty—that it 
is not possible for a truly benevolent heart 
to avoid its performance—it is a degree of 
common justice to which honesty itself 
prompts us. Itis not enough that the chris- 
, tian refrain from slander, but he is bound to 
| Speak graciously and with affection, with- 
jholding nothing that can be uttered to a 
| brother’s praise or good name, in strict con- 
, formity to truth ! What pleasure does it give 
the truly benevolent disposition, to give 
‘« praise, where praise is due !”” There is in- 
deed a selfish joy in speaking well of a neigh- 
bour—a brother, nay, an enemy, as self-ap- 
probation invariably succeeds it. The breast 
of such a man feels enlarged whilst he utters 
the praise due. to his brother—and he expe- 
riences all the finest sensations flowing from 
a christian love, whilst he moves others to 
a favourable opinion of the object of his re- 
gard ! 

The cold, cautious, calculating disposition, 
frigid and reserved, speaks neither good nor 
evil—but the man tasting of brotherly love, 
‘is “ ever warm to commend.” It is an easy 
and acheap means of bestowing — gifts 
pane of working a good work! By a just 
praise of industry you recommend the indus- 
trious man to the notice of those capable of 
assisting him, to whom he might never have 
| been known but from your good report—and 





| thus you enlarge his credit and recompense 


his industry. By a just commendation of 
merit, you open the paths of advancement 
through those whose powers to serve might 
never have been petitioned.—By a proper 
praise of genius and of art you may arouse 
the attention of public patronage, to which 
the highest deservings might have remained 
'asecret. By a frequent eulogy of virtue 
| you incline others to its imitation. By the 
warm praise you bestow upon christian 
worth, you enlarge its influence. Thus, 
while you perform a degree of justice ‘to 
your brother’s virtue, by not concealing it, 
you are conferring a benefit upon the de- 
serving—a good upon all ! 

To shroud the imperfections of our broth- 
er, and to cloak his infirmities with the man- 
tle of charity is truly christian conduct— 
even the truth should not be told at all times, 


futurity, and thus become an entail of sor-| for where we cannot approve we should in 


row on the third and fourth generation of the 
injured. What malice, what refined cruel- 
ty must actuate the heart that is capable of 
defaming the innocent! There is scarce a 
crime of which such a wretch might. not be 
capable—against such a villain is. no 
armour of defence—he assaults the snaked 
and unsuspecting, and like the cantagion of 
some horsid disease, “He smiteth even 


silence pity! What pleasure—what profit 
can there arise in exposing the foibles—the 
failings of a brother ? To reprove him in 
lowe—to exhort him in secret is virtuous— 
to revile him is inhuman—and to set him out 
as an object of ridicule often diabolical ! 
From hence we learn that, in all things 
whether in acting, in speaking or in silence, 
the duty of the christian leads him inveriably 








to work the works of benevolencé—and his 
heart reaps its reward in joy, whilst +he acts’ 
within her Let us,’ therefore, be’ 
steadfast and’ immoveable in the duties of 
our calling, that aw bo proved to have “a 
tongue report ! 
nye: - Herald of Salvation. 
THEOLOGICAL COLLEGES. 

Theological Colleges seem to be increas- 
ing in every part of the union, among differ- 
ent denominations. 

One is to be established in Princeton Ken- 
tucky, by the Presbyterians. 

Another is proposed in North Carolina. 

Also another in Maryland, by the Luther-' 


ans. 

At the last Annual Conference in Virgin- 
ia, (Bishops M’Kendree and Soule, presid- 
ing) it was agreed to erect a Methodist Col- 
lege, for literature and divinity. 

7 e Baptists-at the south, seem to go 
ahead of Se Presbyterians, 
Methodists and all other sects. They have 
succeeded in uniting by law, church and 
state, and a cal Seminary. 

The legislature of South Carolina, lately 
incorporated the members of the state con-- 
vention -- the Baptist denomination. The 
amount of property they are permitted to 
hold val ee dollars. The 

incipal object of the incorporation, it is 
cated, is to establish an Academical and 
Theological Seminary. ~ 

What win ae aay he some faithful mes- 
sengers day have to go through, 
in eventiventlee these amazon of Satan. — 

\ NY. Telescope; 


THE RAPIDITY WITH WHICH HUMAN LIFE 
PASSES AWAY. : ‘ 
Our life is short and transitory. This is 
an incontestible preposition, though, to jadge - 
from the conduct of most people, oné would ” 
not suppose it a received truth. Lét us’ 
judge by our own experience: Ought fot 
each step we have taken, from our births té 
this moment, to have convinced us of thé 
frailty of life? Let us consider only with 
what swiftness, the days, the weeks, the 
months and the years have passed, or rath- 
er flown away. They were over, even be- 
fore we perceived it. Let us éndeavour to 
recal them to mind, and to follow them in 
their rapid flight. Is it possible to give an’ 
account of the different wras ? If there h 
not been in our lives certain very remarka- 
ble moments, which made impression on our 
minds, we should be still less able to recol+ ° 
lect the histories of them. How many years 
of our infancy, devoted to the amusements 
of youth, which we ean say nothing of, but 
that they are glided away ? How many oth- 
ers have passed in the thoughtlessness of ’ 
youth ; during which, misled by our inclina- 
tions, andgiven up to pleasure, we had nei- 
ther the wish, nor the time, to look into our- 
selves ? To these years succeeded those of 
a riper age, more capable ofreflection. We 
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PROVIDENCE, 


Saturpay, Aucust 1°, 1826. 


then thought it was time to change ou? way 
of life, and to act like reasonable men ; but 
the business of the world took possession of | 
us to such a degree, that we had no leisure | ; 
to reflect on our past lives. Our families | “* Earnestly contend for the faith.” 
increased, and our cares and endeavours to| ae 

provide for them increased in proportion. | ANTI-THEOCRAT. 
Insensibly the time draws nigh, in which we, We mentioned in our last, that something 
arrive at old age ; and perhaps, even then, more would be said in relation to the expun- 
we shall neither have leisure nor force of ged title of Anti-Theocrat. It seems some 
mind to recollect the past, to reflect upon the ' persons have understood this word to signi- 
period to which we are come, upon what we fy, an opponent to divine government, and 
have done, or neglected to do; in a word, have pronounced it altogether improper for 
to consider the purposes for which God plac- | a title to our paper, on that account. The 
ed us in this world. In the meantime, what | word certainly signifies exactly what has 
can insure our ever attaining that advanced been understood by it. A Theocracy, in, 
age ? A thousand accidents break the deli- the strict sense of the word, undoubtedly 
cate thread of life, before it comes to its full means divine government, or the overruling 
length. The child just born falls, and is Providence of God; and of course Anti- 
reduced to dust. The young man who gives Theocrat, means an opponent to divine gov- 
the highest hopes, is cut down, in the age ernment. Perhaps some are ready to say, 
of bloom and beauty ; a viglént illness, an; we have acknowledged enough already to 
unfortunate accident, lays him in the grave. condemn us. Well, be it so—but first let 
Dangers and accidents multiply with years : | us be heard for a moment. It will be well 
negligence and excess lay the seeds of mal- to recollect that a Theocracy is not only the 
adies, and dispose the body to catch those | government of God, but in a corrupt sense, 











a government like the Jewish polity is such 
an one as ought to be established inthis 
country ? Then they are advocates for a un- 
ion of Church and State—advocates of Po- 
pery—ahd the very persons whose §preten- 
sions it was the intention of the paper to op- 
pose, ' 
POR THE TELESCOPE AND MISCELLANY, 
A SERMON. 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5.) 

“ If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those 
things which are above.” —Col. iii. 1. 

We are required by this injunction of the 
Apostle, to “seek those things which are 
above.” 

By those things which are above, St. Paul 
doubtless intended to'signify those enjoy- 
ments which are superier in their nature to 
any of the pleasures which this world can 
afford. 

It is obvious from the language which 
he here employs, that he considered his 
brethren capable of higher attainments than 
those of earthly good, and of a nobler em- 
ployment of their powers than the mere pur- 


that are epidemical. The last age is still 
more dangerous. In a word, half of those 
who are born are carried out of the world, 
and perish, in the short space of their first 
seventeen years. Behold the concise, but 
faithful history of life! O may we redeem 
those days, so short and so important, in 
learning how to number them, and redeem 
the time which flies so swiftly away ! Even 
while we make these re some mo- 
ments are flown. What-s precious treasure 
of hours and days’ should we not lay up, if, 
from the numberless moments we have to 
dispose of, we often devoted some of them 
to so useful a purpose ! Let us think of it se- 
riously ; every instant is a portion of life 
impossible to recal, but the remembrance of 
which may be either the source of joy or 
sorrow. What heavenly enjoyment is it, to 
be able to look happily on the past, and to 
say to one’s self with truth, “ I have lived so 
many ‘years, during which I have sown a 
rich seed of good works ; I do not wish to 
begin them again, but I do not regret that 
they have passed ?”’ We should be able to 
hold this language, if we fulfilled the end for 
which life was given us ; if we devoted our 
short space of time to the great interests of 
eternity.— Sturm. 





Deatu.—The horror of death proves the 
value oflife. But it isin the power of dis- 
ease to abate, oreven extingush this horror ; 
which it does in a wonderful manner, and of- 
tentimes, by a mild and inperceptible grada- 
tion. Everyman who has been placed in a 
situation to observe it, is surprised with the 
change which has been wrought in himself. 





The Lord is my light and my salvation ; 
whom shall I fear? The Lord is the 
— of my life; of whom shall I be 
afraid ? 


is a government in which the superintend- 
ence of affairs properly belonging to God, 
are assumed and exercised by men. In this 
| sense the Jewish polity was a ‘Theocracy. 
Moses, and his successors in office, received 
their commands directly from God himself, 


suit of worldly gain or worldly pleasure : 
And it would be inconsistent with the digni- 
ty of their natures, and incompatible with 
the honour of God, to suppose that he had 
‘imparted to man such noble gifts, for no 
other end than that their energies should be 


and as His agent, enforced them upon the | lavished and wasted upon the trifles of this 
people. He was a mere instrument or agent, momentary state of being : Hence objects of 
to convey the commands of God to the Jewg4the highest moral importance are placed 
ish people. He in fact had no real power of ; within our reach for the encouragement of 
his own, for he received his orders directly | every virtuous effort within the compass of 
from God, and thence promulgated them di- | intellectual attainment. 

rectly to the people. The real government | The honours and enjoyments of the heav- 
of God was not visible to the Jews, for they enly kingdom of the Saviour, the riches of 
were denied the privilege of seeing or hear-| divine grace, the approbation of Heaven and 
ing any thing, but through Moses and his a delightful foretaste of the joys which wait 
successors, their visible rulers. Joseruvus,|to crown the ransomed of the Lord Jesus 
the Jewish historian, calls this a Theocracy ;| Christ, in a future and endless state, are 
the learned Catmer follows him inthe sam@}comprised in “those things which are 
opinion, and calls the Jewish polity a The-| above.” 





Christ. Now we ask our readers to look at 
it. This is exactly such a government as 
the designing clergy are using their utmost 
endeavours to establish in this country—’Tis 
in a word, a union of Church and State—an 
attempt to set up the right of some particu- 
lar sect to infalliability—to unlimited power, 
and to establish their pretensions to a direct 
and positive revelation from God. These 
are exactly such pretensions as were impo- 
sed upon the world by the base impostor, 
Mahomet—exactly such as have always been 
claimed by the Church of Rome, through 
the Pope, its visible head—and exactly 
such as we shall use our utmost powers to 
subvert. 

We now ask our readers to point out the 
impropriety of the rejected title. Will any 
pretend, that it denies the divine Providence 
of God ? We answer—it does not, but the 





arrogant pretensions of men to the exercise 
of that prerogative. Will any pretend, that 


ocracy, from Moses to the crucifixion of! The important duties then which are in- 


' culcated by our text, will be found so easy 
| of comprehension as to disarm the subjects 
of this address of any and every excuse which 
might otherwise be urged in extenuation of 
neglect. 
mong the duties which the exhortation 
before us may be supposed to inculcate, and 
to urge upon our observance, the following 
obligations are among the most conspicuous. 
1. To abandon in our affections the sin- 
ful pleasures and vanities of this world, and 
to cleave with all our hearts to the faithful 
instructions of true wisdom, as the only sure 
‘and unerring guide of our lives. Nor is 
‘there any thing in this duty which exceeds 
the ability of man to compass, since it is a 
fact, clearly ascertained by the light of rea- 
son and revelafion, that man is created in 
the image of God, and clothed with those 
noble intellectual and moral powers which 
have placed him ina state peculiarly favoura- 
ble to the highest mental improvements, 
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Therefore, he who carelessly or — 
neglects this duty can urge no plea whic 
will be of any avail in pomt of justification. 
2. It requires of us to seek those things 
which belong to the kingdom o Christ, and 
to cléave to them in our hearts as the prins 
cipal source of enjoyment : Hence it implies 
that the interests and blessings of the Mes- 
siah’s reign were adapted by infinite wisdom 
to the moral condition'of the creature man, 
and designed by unerring goodness for his 


—__-_ 


(allotments of divine Providence, considering 
‘the vicissitudes of life as perfect!y under the 
'eontrol of unerring wisdom, and designed by 
the goodness of our infinite Bene‘actor to 
wean us irom the vanities of the world, re- 
‘fine our moral sensibilities, and to prepare 
ms for the more exalted enjoyments of a Det- 
‘ter inheritance. ‘That such has been the 
effect produced by trying dispensations, a 
multitude of patriarchal and prophetick ex- | 
:amples might be summoned to prove: But, 


enjoyment. ithe testimony of the great apostle will be | 

3. It implies the wholesome duty of em- sufficiently illustrative oi this fact, both as it | 
bracing those great truths which are brought | respects the design of affiiciion and of chas- | 
to light by the gospel of Christ, and to pre-}tisement. ‘These light aiilictions, which 
serve them constantly in memory as the sub-| are but for a moment, work for us a far more 
jects of grateful meditation and praise. To/exeeeding and eternal weight of glory.” — 
contemplate the evidences of the divine | Again he adds, ‘ Now no chastening for the 


goodness, which are displayed in the plan | present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous ; | 


of grace, through a crucified Redeemer. | nevertheless it afterwards yieldeth the peace- 
How consiste2t is the requisition ! how de-' able fruits of righteousness unto them who 
lightful the task ! How amiable the employ- ‘are exercised thereby.” 

ment of our faculties, when exercised incon-; 7. Lastly, it invites us to consider heavy- 
templating the glorious truths of that reve-|en as our final home, when all the transient 
lation which holds up the character and la-|enjoyments of earth shall fade upon our 
bours of Christ as the only way of life and sight, and the dim taper of life is ready to 
salvation to a perishing and sinful world!|be extinguished in the dark and gloomy vale 
Which contains the heart-cheering eviden+'of death. It is the duty of anchoring our 
ces of that divine goodness and wisdom,} hopes in a better world, to which we are 
which were concerned in raising the stu-' prompted and encouraged by the gracious 
pendous fabrick of nature from chaos, and} promises of the .ew and better covenant, by 
which matured the perfect plan of impartial | the ministry and labours ot Christ, by the 
grace, and secured its most desirable exé-} sealing evidence of his death, and the glori- 
cution in the person of the brightest image}ous assurance afforded by his resurrection 
.of his glory. Surely no heart that is capa’ from the dead and his triumphant ascension 
ble of the ennobling’ sentiments of gratitad®) to the Father. 


of dependence upon his goodness and a 
prayerful solicitude for the guidance of his 


‘wisdom ; . never did, nor ever can prodtice 


any effects unpropitious to the welfare an® 
happiness of man, or injurious to the moral 
prosperity of society. We may therefore 
ass— 

fii: To-inquire, what are the advantages 
which may be expected to result from the 
exercise of prompt obedience ? 

(TO BE CONTINUED.) 





FOR THE TELESCOPE AND M{SCELLANY, 
To the Editor of * the N. York Book Society.” 


Sir—In Tract, No. 2, you have published 
some very singular remarks, on the words 
of St. Paul—* Prove all things: hold fast 
that which is good.” To my mind these 
words import, 1. That christians ‘should 
receive nothing as good, but what they have 
first tried and proved to be such, by the on- 
ly true standard of truth, the word of God ; 
or, 2. That they should examine whatever 
claims to be @ revelation from God, and ac- 
count nothing true or good that has not the 
sanction of such a revelation. With these 
excellent sentiments before you, you begin 
well by making the following very just ob- 
servations, which cannot be to much valued 
for their correctness. Viz.—“ Truth loses 
nothing by investigation.” “‘ That rubbing 
will make the diamond the brighter.”’ You, 
therefore, as if these remarks justified it, 
and St. Paul authorized you in so doing, 
ge on to show the folly of being afraid to 





ean for a moment withhold the acknowledg- | 
ment, that divine benevolence shines ¢on-' the apostle was labouring to impress upon 
spicuous, even in the command itself, |the minds of his Collossian brethren, in that 

4. The duty of embracing the great truths | portion of his Epistle to which our attention 
of the gospel, and of contemplating the evi- has been directed; nor is this plain and 
dences of the divine goodness and wisdom! wholesome direction Jess important to be- 
which they contain, naturally suggests an-!lievers of the gospel in ¢he present,age 
other important obligation, standing in im-! For it is obvious to-each reflecting mind, 
mediate connection with itself—Namely ; | that the divine Author of all good, feels and 


These are the most Sesential duties whieh | 


‘whatever may be proposed as 
‘truth, and hat, without propefly i 
‘ing between a ¢riminal opposition to truth, 
and an innocent timidity or fear of being 
| deceived by error under the specious guise 
of truth. You also use the term truth, for 


:| whatever‘any one may choose to propose for 


‘investigation, and whoever refuses to inves- 
, tigaté it, however frivolous or erroneous it 





that of communicating intelligence of these 
divine realities to the beings of our race, as 
far as opportunities may offer in our inter- 
course with society : For if it be an exper- 
amental truth, that faith in the gospel of 
Christ is productive of distinguished moral 
advantages to ourselves, it is equally evident 
to reason that an extension of the same faith 
would be attended with corresponding ad- 
’ vantages to others. 

5. To seek those things which are above, 
implies the necessity of improving every op- 
ortunity, and all the means which divine 
Denettanies has placed within our reach to 
extend our acqaintance with the character 
of God and the purposes ofhis love ; to keep 
up a constant intercourse with Heaven, by 
a virtuous course of life, the exercise of se- 
cret prayer, and by frequent and devovt 
meditations upon his word, from which we 
derive the richest instruction for the support 

of all our better hopes. 
6. We are also instructed in this command 





to cultivate a virtuous resignation to all the 





exercises the same tender regard for the may be, must subject himself to the suspi- 
welfare of his offspring which belong to the cion of a weak, cowardly fear of knowing 
present generation, that he could possibly the truth; the madness of which conduct 
feel for those to whom the message of his! you have so elegantly set forth in the story 
grace was sent in the apostolick age : For | of the “ good Woman,” “ Dust, Jewel,” &e. 
no truth of holy inspiration is expressed in| and further illustrated it by the ingenious 
terms more plain and unambiguous, than' dialogue between Benjamin, Reuben and 
that “‘ with him there is no respect of per-' Simeon, three of the sons of Jacob. But 
sons.” It therefore follows, that if these really, sir, I am not able to see much point 
duties were essential to the observance and to this dialoguc. Of what possible import- 
welfare of the primitive disciples of our Lord, | ance could it be to the brethren of Joseph, 
they are for the same reasons, equally bind- | whether he, Joseph, knew them or not, when 
ing on us. Nothing can be pleaded from he apprehended them as spies ? or whether 
the character of these duties, or from the | he put-the cup into the sack of Benjamin or 
moral influence which they are likely to ex- | not, seeing all was then past. Had they 
ert upon society, which could in the least have known atthe time that all was a mere 
degree justify a neglect of their faithful per- farce, as you so shrewdly and triumphantly 
formance in any age or country: For the | represent, it would, perhaps in some degree, 
exercise of unfeigned faith in the gospel of; have quieted their accusing consciences 
a risen Saviour, an ardent hope in the prom- concerning the injuries they had intended 
1ses of mercy and salvation, a devout medit-|their innocent brother Joseph. But as 
ation upon the sublime truths of revelation’ all was then over, I am totally unable to dis- 
which unfold the character and will of an in-| cern how there was any jewel to be gained 
finitely perfect Creator, and an humble sense or lost in the case ; for their situation..was 
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and would be the same, whether Joseph 
knew them to be spies or not. 

Again, suppose it to be true, as you say, 
that truth loses nothing by investigation, 
does it thence follow, as you insinuate, that 
I can lose nothing by listening to error ? 
May the inexperienced and unwary inno- 
cently and safely follow every lo here, and lo 
there ? Are there no “ wolves in sheep’s clo- 
thing ?”——-No deceivers “ transformed into 
the Apostles of Christ ?”? And if there be 
any such, may we all, young and old, 
thoughtless and thoughtful, listen to them 
under the pretence of proving what they have 
to say, pa be in danger of loseing nothing ? 
May the uninformed go thus into the school 
of error, and be in no danger of imbibing 
false sentiments ? I would by no means have 
you suppose I am opposed to a thorough in- 
vestigation of truth, and even of the most 
delusive errors, by those who have the time 
and means for.such an examination ; for I 
am a true protestant as ever was born, and 
believe in my heart that the Bible is a safe 
and sufficient guide to religious and moral 
truth, and that every honest person may 
safely read it, and judge of its contents for 
himself. But does it from thence follow, as 
you seem to suppose, that the innocent, gay 
hearted and inexperienced youth, in the art- 
ful wiles of falsehood, may safely employ his 
reason in deciding upon the truth or false- 
hood of Deism or Atheism, merely because 
their artful and sometimes vicious advocates 
are pleased to give them the goodly name of 
truth ? Agajn, who will pretend to say that 
the profligate may read and inyeafigate the 
books that say there is no real destinction in, 
the characters of men—no. hell; er state of 
punishment for the impenitent and hardened 
in vice—no devil to buffet the despiser of 
grace and truth, and not even be in danger 
of being confirmed in sin ! I trust you will 
agree with me that none can justly say these 
things, and if so, then it follows that no one 
should rush in the way of temptation, but 
that every one should first ‘‘ put on the whole 
armour of God,” before going to battle. 

INVESTIGATOR, 





FOR THE TELESCOPE AND MISCELLANY. 
Consolations for Females under affliction. 
Woman, defenceless woman, needs the 

influence of piety for her support, in all 
her fears and trials; and in-all her disap- 
pointments. How frail, how feeble the su- 
perstructure of her hopes, if the eternal God 
is not her refuge. But with the God of Ja- 
cob for her help, how does poor, feeble wo- 
man triumph o’er the trials incident to life, 
the helplessness of her condition, and throws 
into the shades of oblivion, the patience, sub- 
mission and confidence of the stronger sex. 
I have oftea thought that piety has been to 
women, more than it has been to men, a 
souree of consolation and support. How 
has its matchless power been evinced in ad- 
versity ? Many atime while the quivering 
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apprehension, I have looked to see her frail 
form sink beneath the billows of adversity, 
how has her heavenly invigorating .confi- 
dence faced the storm; her buoyant heart 
been fixed, trusting in the promised word ? 
O my young female friends, lift your youth~ 
ful hearts up to the Father of light and love, 
and however dark and heavy the clouds may 
be about you, you shall descry some bow.of 
promise around the throne. Heavy clouds 
and darkness may be there ; the days maf 
be few that are crowned with peace and joy ; 
but oh ! there is every thing to cheer the 
mournful vale. Those indications of grace 
and faithfulness, shall never withdraw their 
encircled lustre from the throne of God. 
Jesus Christ has abolished death, and 
brought life and immortality to light ; and 
that light shall never fade ; that immortality 
shall never die. R. A. B. 


| 





FOR THE TELESCOPE AND MISCELLANY. 
Messrs. Epirors, 

We rejoice that at the present day, (while 
truth triumphs over error, and christian lib-. 
erality over ecclesiastical delusion,) it ts not 
only lawful, but evangelical, for the candid 
inquirer after truth to study the scriptures, 
and also to avail himself of every privilege 
to get wisdom ; and knowing your willing- 
ness to impart knowledge to the inquirer af- 
ter truth, prompts me to solicit an exposition 
of Gen. ii. 17. In the day that thow eatest 
thereof thou shalt surely die. By inserting a 
scriptural and logical exposition of the above 
text, in the columns of the Telescope and 
Miscellany, you will confer a distinguished 
favour on an inquirer after truth as it is in 
Christ. A CONSTANT READER. 

Chepachet, July 25, 1826. 

REPLY. 

For want of time to answer the inquiry of 
our correspondent more fully, we must, for 
the present, refer him to the following ex- 
tract from Rev, Mr. Pickering’s “ Calm 
Address ;”” we believe, though short, a sat- 
isfactory solution to his question may be 
found in it. 

“ In the day that thou eatest thereof thou 
shalt surely die.” 

This could not be temporal death ; for 
that did not take place on the day that Ad- 
am transgressed the command : For Moses 
informs us that Adam lived 930 years, and 
left a posterity, who were all born after the 
memorable transgression in the garden. 
Further, he informs us that Adam and Eve, 
“heard the voice of the Lord God walking 
in the garden in the coolofthe day.” Gen. 
iii. 8. What day ? Undoubtedly the day of 
transgression : for it is mentioned in the sin- 
gular number ; whereas, in the 14 and 17 
verses, days are spoken of in the plural nuin- 
ber, to prevent any mistake in the meaning 
of the expression ; in the day, &c. The 
death here threatened as the effect of disobe- 
dience, plainly appears to be condemnation ; 





spirit of her hardy compeer has been shat- 


tered by the tempest, and when in painful: and concious approbation. Such a death, 
Adam did die in the very day of transgres-- 


sion : and this death is experienced by every 
transgressor of the mora! law of God. For 


the testimony of St. Paul. Eph. ii. 1, ‘‘ And 
you hath ke quickened, who were dead in tres- 
passes and sias.”? Could they have been 
dead in sins if they had not been sinners? 
Surely they could not—neither could it be 
| temporal death, because they were men in 
'the flesh when the Apostle thus addressed 
them. Verses 4and5. “ But God whois 
rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith 
i he loved us, even when we were dead in sins, 
| hath quickened us together with Christ, (by 
| grace ye are saved :”’) Here we find satis- 
actory evidence that not only the Ephesians 
to whom he wrote but the Apostle also, was 
| once in astate of death by reason of sin ; and 
that they were raised from this death by the 
quickening power of Christ, and saved by 
grace alone: that they passed through all 
these changes while they were in the flesh ; 
which plainly shews that death which is the 
| wages of sin, is present condemnation: and 
‘thus it is easy to account for the truth of that 
| divine word, “‘ in the day that thou eatest there- 
of, thou shalt surely die.” 








FOR THE TELESCOPE AND MISCELLANY. 

Having for a number of years felt a great 
interest in the support and propagation of 
» the christian system, as understood by Uni- 
versalists, I hailed with increasing joy and 

isfaction, two. years since the establish- 
ment of the Christian Telescope, and have 
lived to be satisfied it has been the means 
under God, of opening many blind eyes, of 
turning many minds that were groping in 
darkness, to see a great light, even the glo- 
ry of the most high God manifested in Jesus, 
the son of his love, for the redemption of a 
world. 

That the sentiments of Universalists are 
gaining ground in this country and region, 
no doubt can be entertained ; that much of 
bigotry and superstition has receded before 
the light of the glorious gospel of the Son 
of God, is also true. ‘This, then, ought to 
encourage all those who are friendly to lib- 
eral and enlightened views of the divine 
character and government, to be not weary 
in well doing. ‘‘ While our opponents are 
compassing sea and land to make proselytes 
to the doctrines of men, and to the fear of a 
God of wrath, partiality and cruelty, and 
contributing with a prodigal hand to the dis- 
semination of tracts, papers, pamphlets, &c. 
the best of which are but yea and nay, at 
least to the partial dishonour of Heaven,” 
I am persuaded the believers in Ged’s uni- 
versal grace will not be backward in lend- 
ing their aid to the support ofthe Telescope. 
Many more who are friendly to the views 
your paper is designed to support and dis- 
seminate, will come forward as they have 
done, to the increase of your su!scription 





and.is a privation of the sweets of innocence 


list, and the more general diffusion of those 


the correctness of this sentiment, I appeal to 
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principles of religion which are calculated 
to fill the mind with “ peace in beheving, and 
joy in the Holy Ghost.” I cannot but wish 
you success in your Editorial career ; 
though complaints have been made on ac- 
count of the insertion of some pieces, yet no 
reasonable person can expect that every 
thing inserted in a paper of any kind, will 
exactly please all those who are subscribers ; 
it would be vain indeed to expect it. The 
duties of Editors are very trying and com- 
plex, and if a paper in the general, and on 
the whole suits those of us who may be- its 
subscribers, it is as much as ought to be ex- 
pected by liberal and enlightened minds. 
We must not be bigots in this, any more than 
in any thing else. The price of the paper 
for the matter it contains, is reasonable, and 
but few in community but may have it, if 
they have the disposition. If we are sincere 
in our sentiments of religious truth, our 
children should be early impressed with those 
ideas of the great Father of all, and his di- 
vine government in which we believe ; and 
will not the Telescope be so conducted as 
in a great measure to answer this great end ? 
I trust it will, and that the Telescope will 
hail us and hundreds of others, with the doc- 
trine of impartial salvation, founded on the 
never-failing promises of God, which “ are 
YEA and AMEN, to the glory of God the 
Father.” BEREAN. 





POETRY. 


“ Sing ye praises with understanding.” —, 
oamaeell 
Refiections on the Transitory state of Man. 
A beauteous sky to-day is seen, 
A canopy of clouds to-morrow, 
And shorter oft the space between 
Scenes of joy and scenes of sorrow. 











Soft pass the rays of sportive youth, 
The pleasing dream so fair and fleeting, 
So like the brilliant summer’s sun, 
Behind the western hills retreating. 


Then age in twilight gray appears, 
Approaching death, so dread and dreary, 
The end of joy, and end of fears, 
A pleasing solace to the weary. 


Then, what is life ?~-a shadew vain ! 
A moment seen, and fled for ever, 
A myst’ry you cannot explain,  ~ 
A thread the passing breeze can sever. 


Take then a retrospective view, 
And let it on thy mind impress, 
This shortly will remain to you,— 
“A green grave and forgetfulness.” 
Portsmouth Weekly Mag. 





MODERATION IN OUR PLEASURES, 
How oft does passion’s grasp destroy 

The pleasures that it strives to gain ; 

How soon the thoughtless course of joy 


ae be the mantle which September wears. 
aq - -- --- Hs 


| Which while it wounds, imparts the power to heal. 


| When prudence would thy steps delay, 
She but restrains to make thee blest ; 
Whate’ér from joy she lops away, 
But heightens and secures the rest. 


Woudst thou a trembling flame expand ~ 
That hastens in thé lamp to die ; 

With careful touch, with sparing hand, 
The feeding stream of life supply. 


But if thy flask profusely sheds 
A rushing torrent o’er the blaze, 
Swift round the sinking flame it spreads, 
And kills the fire it fain would raise. 
Analectic Magazine. 





The following lines were written by an 
affiicted Parent in the month of September, 
1814 ; and were occasioned by the death of 
two of his children. They were not origin- 
ally intended for publication, but as they 
possess considerable merit, and as_ the 
means of rescuing them from oblivion, they 
have been handed us by a friend forinsertion. 


al 
Time with his rapid wing, the month returns, 
‘In which these eyes have wept, this heart-has bled, 
Again the pang returns, the father mourns 
The children of his love, departed, dead. 


To me, this month shall wear a sable gloom, 
For twice its rising sun has seen my tears. 
The silent sadness of the hallowed tomb 


The hallowed tomb,—for there two cherubs slcep, 
Which once my heart enjoyed, my arms embraced ; 
Now lost to earth and me, the loss I weep, 
Though faith present them in eternal rest. 


Thou tender being of a rapid day, 

Whose glowing charms just budded and were clos’d, 
“How quick the journey o’er, how short thy stay, 
How soon thy infant form in dust reposed. 


“This same shall comfort us,” the patriarch cry’d, 
As with extatic joy his child he press’d, 

So said our hearts and so our thoughts reply’d 
When thou dear ****** first gain’d a parent’s breast. 


From dreadful agony, and deep distress, 
Of which a copious draught was ours to feel, 
Escaped from earth to heaven—the hand we bless, 


* Blest be that voice,” within the shepherd’s arm, 
. Securely rests the nursling of the fold, 
And in his bosom, safe from all alarm 

The tender lamb feetis on his love untold, 


Dear ********** on thy pallid cheek, 
How oft with retrospective thought I gaze ; 
I sce. thy smile éelestial, hear thee speak, 
And mark thy placid eyes’ expiring rays. 


A mournful pleasure this, thy joy of grief ; 
For which earth’s meaner pleasures I resign, 





It gives my tortured bosom sweet relief, © 





Is doomed to terminate in pain. 


To say in sacred rapture “thou wast mine.” 


For though to earth, restricted for a time, 
And to my throbbing, fond affections given, - 
Thy mental excellence proclaim’d this clime 
Was not thy home ; for thou wast born for heaven. 


Yes my dear gitl, oft shall this streaming eye 
Throw back a pleasing glance to that abode, 

Where, armed with holy patience, thou didst die, 
And thy rapt soul ascended to thy God. - 


Sweet child of bliss ! thy pupil, me receive ; 
Thy sacred lessons preach from yonder sky, 

Thy innocence has taught me how to live ; 
Thy resignation learns me how to die. 


Ah, when thy native loveliness I trace, 
And recollection paints thy image fair ; 

Thy mildriess, mental worth and easy grace, 
Which filled my soul, and recompenced my care ‘ 


Returning sorrow swells a gloomy tide, 

And all my the dreadful impulse bears ; 
I throw the pen dis edly aside, 

To give an ample fulness to my tears. 





SLANDER. 


Who can with slander’s wiles contend ? 
Hell cannot boast a fouler fiend, 
Nor man deplore so fell a foe : 
She o’er the land at noon-day stalks, 
And in the midst of darkness walks, 
Engend’ring virtue’s overthrow. 
She with the-basitisk is bred,~ ~ 
And snaky tresses deck her head, 
As was of fam’d Mndusa sung ; 
Vainly may we her arts oppose— 
On‘every hand at random flows 
The aspish venom from her tongue. 


Se 


The wretch oppress’d with thousand-ills; 

Who all my hoarded treasure steals, 
Does but purloin a sordid ore ; 

But he who dares, with impious aira, 

To blast my fair, my spotless name, 
Takes what no labour can restore. 


The demon who delights to spread ~ 
His venom reund fair virtue’s head, 
Should ne’er with men or angels dwell ; 
Away then Slander, impious fiend ; 
To kindred shades of night descend, 
And seek thy dark, infernal cell. 


Mass. Spy. 


GOD IS. LOVE. 
Could we with ink the ocean fill, 
Were the whole earth of parchment made, 
Were every single stick a quill, 
And every man a seribe by trade ¢ 
To write the love 
Of God above 


} Would drain the ocean dry ; 


Nor could the scroll 
Contain the whole 
Though strech’d from sky to sky.. 
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SUMMARY. 
ee eee 
Court of Commissioners.—The last session 
of this court commenced in this town on 
Monday last. We understand there are 
about 140 petitions on the docket for trial ; 
many of them, no doubt, will be rejected. 





Impediments of Speech —A very gratifying 
spectacle is exhibited at the institution of 
Mr. Wilson, in West ev nd the cure “e 
— and other impediments in speak- 
ing. Mr. Wilson has bent a dozen subjects 
now in the institution, some of whom have 
been there six or seven. weeks, and some 
about that number of days—all of whom 
manifest the utmost confidence in the suc- 
cess of the means used for relieving them 
of a most unpleasant and painful complaint. 
Some of the young gentlemen, who could 
searcely articulate a word at their entrance, 
can now read with ease and: facility, and 
converse without hesitation. It is delightful 
to witness the satisfaction with which these 
hitherto unfortunate beings exercise the fac- 
ulty of speech—to them almost a new facul- 
ty. The efficacy of the instruction is so 
sure and manifest, that we are surprised to 
hear that any one afflicted with a habit of 
stammering should neglect the opportunity 
and the means of cure.—Bost, Courier. 

West-Ixpia Stavery.—The Jamaica 
Advertiser of the 7th ult. statesthat a slave 
was tried and convicted of stealing an ass, 
and selling the same currency, which offence 
“ (horrible to relate)” he was sentenced to 
receive 50 lashes onthe public parade. In 
England, the editor observes, he would “ on- 
ly have been sentenced to be tung by the 
neck until he was dead.” Another negro 
slave, convicted of stealing the key of Mr. 
Pinto’s iron chest, was sentenced to two 
months confinement. Verily,in the midst 
of slavery punishment for crimes are not so 
very tetrible—. Y. Adv. 





; 


Horrible-—We have never before heard 
so shocking a relation of the effects of 
drunkenness, as is contained in @ paper pub- 
lished at Cazenovia, N.Y. A man—a de- 
mon, we should say, named Walter Downs, 
went liome in a state of partial inebriation. 
A little child, whose breath he “had already 
poisoned by feeding it with the intoxicating 
liquor, approached him, crying for whiskey. 
The monster, under a pretence of curing an 
appetite which his inhuman hand had creat- 
ed aad cherished, administered nearly a pint 


of the liquor, from the effects of which the | ~ 


child never recovered, but died in the course 
of the following day, and even before the 
father was sufficiently recovered from intox- 
ication to realaze the fatal effect of his crime. 
A coroner’s jury reported that the death of 
the child was occasioned by whiskey admin- 
istered by its father. The father was exam- 


was not known to the editor of the 
which furnishes the account of the murder. 
Bost. Courier. 


-_ 


One Hundred Live Rattlesnakes are now 
exhibiting at a room in Cornhill-square, ,of 
various ages and sizes; the. oldest is 13 
years, as indicated by the number of rattles, 
and the largest, about five feet long —They 
are perfeetly active, and often in motion. 
Most of them have already thrown off their 
coats the present season ; on their first ap- 
pearance after this process, the colors are 
very brilliant. ‘The skin thrown off covers 
every part, even the eyes. It is said they 
eat nothing ; and though furnished with wa- 
ter every other day, drink but very = 





Rain.—For several days past an unusual 
quantity of rain has fallen in this and the 
neighbouring towns. In Newport and 
South-Kingstown, much damage was done, 
by the washing of land and tearing up the 
streets. It is supposed that the damage 
sustained in Newport alone, amounts to at 
least $2000. 

A TRIBUTE. 

Since the death of Mr. Thomas W. Bar- 
ton, my mind has dwelt with much pleasure 
upon the faithful and unwearied attention of 
Mr. Wm. A. Howard, who by every means 
which it was possible to employ, contributed; 
for months together, to his comfort, atid to 
render his passage to the grave as pleasant 
and happy as the way to that dreary abode 
could be rendered, by the most s gnal exhi- 
bitions of kindness and sympathy. 

No labour, exertions or expenses, by day 
or by night, were spared by Mr. Howard, 
that seemed to promise either gratification 
or relief to that distressed youth. The ben- 
edictions of the family rest upon him, the 
cordial approbation of his neighbours, and 
what is still more desirable, the approbation 
of his conscience and his God. . 

To all in similar situations, we would say, 
“Go thou and do likewise.” 

A frequent Visiter and WitNEss. 





. 


Brown University.—There will be an Ex- 
hibition in the Chapel of this institution on 
Wednesday next. 





5c Mr. Pickering expects to preach at 
the Meeting-House in the Village of Che- 
pachet, on Wednesday, 23d instant, at 2 
o’clock, P. M. 








MARRIED, 

In this town, 9th inst. by Rev. Mr. Kent, 
Mr. Philip Haswell, to Miss Ruth Linell, 
both of this town. 

On Sunday evening last, by Rev. Mr. 
Gano, Mr. Jeremiah Goodspeed, of New- 


‘} out delay. 


On Tuesday evening, Mr. Wm. H. Shack- 
leford, of Wilmington, N. C. to Miss Fran- 
ces J. Prince, of this town. 

In Pawtucket, on Monday morning, Mr. 
Joseph O. Dorr, to Miss Satah Carpenter, 
of this town. 








DIED, 


In this town, on Sunday morning last, 
Mrs. Rose Anne Mason, aged 81, relict of 
John Mason, Esq 

On Sunday evening last, Mr. Putnam D. 
Knowles, son of Dr. Samuel Knowles, aged 
23 years. 

oseph, infant child of Mr. Joseph S. 
Lawton. : + 

On Monday, Georgiana Thurber, daugh- 
ter of Mr. Peleg Hull, aged 10 months. 

On Thursday, 17th instant, after a short, 
but distressing illness, Miss Zilpha Ang 
Teel, in the 27th year of her age. 

She was the only daughter of a fond and 
widowed Mother, whose heart was appa- 
rently bound up in the life of this promising 
child. The only remaining child of this at- 
flicted Parent, Mr. George Teel, who has 
always manifested the most tender regard 
and fond affection for his Sister, is absent on 
a voyage to a far distant quarter of the globe ; 
and at present is not permitted to divide the 
sorrows which weigh down the heart of a 
lonely and afflicted Mother, Alas! how 
suddenly are the most vivid and flattering 

rospects of life blasted by the icy hand of 
death ! The flower that sends forth its rich 
fragrance in the morning of life, is blighited 
by an untimely frost, ere it reacties its me- 
ridian glory ! 

Her social and domestic virtues, her amia- 
ble deportment, her engaging manners and 
her superior accomplishments, had rendered 
her society desirable, and secured the re- 
spect and esteem of every circle in which 
she moved, She is gone, we trust, to a bet- 
ter country, where “ the inhabitant shall not 
say ‘I am sick,” but where— 

Light celestial cheers the ae a 

And Tongues Seraphick join in nobler strain 

To swell the triumphs of that world above, 

Where all is peace, and joy, and endless LOVE ! 

In Galway, on the 26th ult. Elder Joseph 
Cornell, formerly of Providence; in the 30th 
year of his age. 

NOTICE. 

The subscriber continues to execute orders for 
Book and Job Printing, at short notice and on favor- 
able terms. (CP All persons indebted to him, either 
for the Christian Telescope or for Book or Job Print- 


ing, are earnestly requested to make payment, with- 
" B. CRANSTON. 
(C? Who has on hand, for sale, complete sets of 
the CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE, or the first and 
second volumes separite, bound or unbound, which 
will be disposed of on favourable terms. 
Teléseope Office, Providence, July 29. 


*,* Hymn Books, in plain and ornamental bind- 
ings, may be had of S. W. Wheeler, 1103 Westmin- 
ster-street, and of Mr. Pickering. Societies supplt- 











rt, to Miss Sarah Wilcox, daughter of 





ined before a legal tzibunal, but the result 





ir. Leonard Wilcox, of this town. 





ed with Mr. Pickcring’s Hymn-Book, at $50 per 
hundred, bound. 
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